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really dies. The dream is too strong. If the dre@amsn’t, then we wouldn’t have joine
the SCA in the fist place. It's what made the SG#ch our eye in the first place, mad

3

us go to our first meeting and finally to our fisstent where everyone else who shareg
the dream made us feel welcome and let us stayntie dream. ‘

The dream however can be clouded at times. Sonetimedark clouds are mundane
in origin, other times it’s from within the societyhe day comes where one asks
themselves why are they doing this, why is thistivair The dream fades into the haz
as ill-remembered images of past times with goadpamy, but it’s always there.
People deal with the fading of the dream in difféneays. Some leave the SCA, othelrs
plod along going through the motions. 2
But there is hope, there is always hope. Peoplelednee carry a part of the dream wi
them and many of them find their way back to theletg. Years pass and they see a
fighter practice or a demo and they re-acquaintnt®dves with old friends and the M’
faces. The dream suddenly becomes clear and therglbried under a mound of ash
flares up and the fire burns anew.

The people who stay and plod along see a chandbddyetter and it reawakens hop}
They stop going through the motions and start dauting to the group just a little bit

at first, but as they see things getting bettertaatthe light at the end of the tunnel u
isn’t an oncoming train they do a little more.

| think we all want to live the dream. Stories frétannsic indicate to me that we all u
can get along together and can share the dredburrCarraig’s case | feel that the
shadow cast upon the dream comes from a littleflaitloss of that sense of fun and D
wonderment in the SCA. It's been meeting, meetu@nning, meeting, meeting, mor}
planning, with the odd event scattered in theregmyd measure. I've only been here
for just shy of a year but so far, the only funttthee barony has had as a group has D
been the Pennsic before | arrived and the Penmaigust ended. The simple fact thatu
everyone was hospitable to people wandering irkac#mp, that everyone chipped in
for the meal plan and the cooking and cleaningpral’es to me that the dream isn’t u
dead and that it is possible for us to have fua ggoup. We just need to find a way 'i
have some of that fun in between the Pennsic Wahelp turn us around, clear the
smoke from the air, let us see and enjoy the dragaim. %

I'm one of a third group of people that | didn’t ni®n above. I'm one of the people }
who in spite of the clouds never lose sight ofdhream. | cling onto it with the tenacit
of stakes trying to keep its tent from blowing awblgave been in dark times in other
Baronies and it has always corrected itself. Lk tent stakes | know that the wind u
can't blow forever and if | can hang on just dditivhile longer it’ll stop and we can
tighten things down again. If we all just hang o anake the first steps towards
mending the fences and shoring up the lines weneather this storm and come u
AV
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through in the end. ‘

It's not too late to reverse the damage. It's nawgerlate if we really care about the ‘
dream.

Lord Alsandiar O’Caoindealbhain ‘
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